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over which our ships travel to our own empire and to all
the other countries of the world. That three thousand miles
divide us from the American continent is not a weakness
but a strength so long as we maintain our command of
the sea. For those three thousand miles of sea ensure that
the wheat fields, the oil wells, the steel plants and the
armament works of Canada and the U.S.A. are beyond
the range of German bombing planes. Instead of a Britain
beleagured by a Nazi Europe, we see a Nazi Europe
beleagured by the rest of the world, and our country
becomes not the last remote fastness of European freedom
but the bridgehead over which the free peoples of the
New World can pass in their campaign against the Third
Reich. These are the geographical and strategic grounds
for a reasoned confidence that in due course we can
pass from the defensive to the offensive in the present
war.
There is a school of thought which bases its strategy
solely upon these considerations of naval power, and
hopes to achieve victory by means of the blockade, aided
by the work of our bomber aircraft in its destruction of
German transport and productive capacity. The upholders
of this view believe that, if we can starve Europe out and
then launch a gigantic military invasion, we shall achieve
ultimate victory. Such people are still thinking in terms
of the last war, and refuse to reckon either with the new
political situation or with Hitler's secret weapon. Our
blockade may possibly cause starvation among the peoples
of Europe this winter. But the German people will not
starve as long as the Nazis can plunder the rest of Europe*
And there are already abundant signs that Hitler plans
first to strip Europe bare of all the food and the com-
modities which she possesses, in order to keep his own
people reasonably satisfied, and then to denounce the
British blockade as responsible for the famine. Since the
rest of the world is already suffering by the loss of its export
trade to Europe, it will not be difficult for him to appeal